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Looking Ahead to 2012

2011 was quite a year - the world saw entire nations teeter on the
economic brink, tyrants fall and UK cities in riot.

Images from previous Preston
Riversway Festivals.

Here at Preston Marina, things
there were the cockles! (More on that in another article).

TBe Guild festivdl 2012 promises to
be one to remember!

2012 promises a few things to look forward to (assuming the
May a n s-of-werld predictions are wrong).

While the whole nation wil!| be 60th Jubil ee

year, and the Olympics, Preston has its own reasons to make 2012 ”A_m_‘

a special year.

Once every 20 years, Preston celebrates being granted the rare

and special right to have a Guild Merchant by King Henry 11in1179.

In the intervening years the firen walod of the Guild | ac given the
former town (now City since the Jubilee of 2002) an excuse for a

party year and Preston Marina, in our second Guild year (our first

was in 1992), will be at the heart of some of the planned activities,

Thi s y e arRerswayrFastivall (July 21/22) will be given
an extra Guild boost, with more visiting vessels than ever including
the return of HMS Charger, as well as a wide mix of live music and
displays, and our biggest ever Rubber Dinghy Grand Prix. The
fireworks spectacular is also expected to make a return.

Before the festival the Docklands are to be a host venue for the
2012 UK Corporate Games.-O(ymbyc
but for companies and organisations rather than nations, this multi-
event sporting tournament will be taking place throughout the city
and the Dragon Boat Racing will be held here at the Docklands.

So a busy year ahead - and if the Mayans are right, we are hoping
the end of the world comes as a flood!

Our "new" toy!

We are very pleased to share with you the results of our latest
project - a new (to us) boat mover/parker trailer for the boatyard.

We bought the second hand basic trailer frame earlier last year and
spent the autumn heavily modifying it and we now have an
incredibly useful piece of boatyard equipment.

Previously to locate a boat within our boatyard we had to lift the
boat using the large crane and pack it securely onto a HGV trailer,
move it with a wagon within the yard and then re-sling and lift the
boat using a mobile crane - a very labour, equipment and space
intensive operation.

Now, we can |lift (most) of our cu
parker (nicknamed Charlie), move it into position just using a forklift

and then gently lower the boat to its packings using the built-in
hydraulics of the trailer, which is rated to safely accommodate boats

up to 12 tons. The task of moving boats around on land will never

be an easy one, but Charlie is already a very welcome addition to

the team.




